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BTA strengthens Partner Advisory Board with new Chair and industry leaders
3 September 2026 – The Business Travel Association (BTA) has strengthened its Partner Advisory Board with the appointment of a new Chair and five new members, bringing together senior voices from across the business travel ecosystem.
The refreshed board brings together expertise spanning air, rail, hospitality, technology, ground transportation and travel services, supporting the BTA as it continues to represent the interests of the business travel sector and respond to the opportunities and challenges facing the industry.
Danny Chesworth, Vice President of International Sales at Carey International, takes over as Board Chair from Christina Lawford . The BTA would like to thank Christina for her contribution and leadership during her time as Chair, and for the valuable insight and expertise she brought to the board.
Chesworth brings more than 25 years of experience in the business travel industry, including nearly 23 years with Carey International, where he has progressed from Director of UK Sales to his current role as Vice President of International Sales. In this position, he is focused on expanding Carey International’s presence across Europe, the Middle East, Asia and Australia, while continuing to strengthen its London base.
As Chair, Chesworth will work alongside BTA members and partners to support collaboration across the industry, share sector insight and help ensure the Partner Advisory Board continues to provide a strong voice on the issues shaping business travel.
Alongside this leadership change, the BTA is pleased to welcome five new members to the Partner Advisory Board:
· Debbie Houghton, Senior Sales and Account Manager – Sabre
· James Thornton, TMC Partner Account Manager – Premier Inn
· Kayleigh Dawkins, Senior Partnerships Manager – Holiday Extras for Business
· Marina Gray, Head of Retail Partnerships – Rail Delivery Group
· Yogeeta Bagga, Sales Manager – Virgin Atlantic
They join the board’s continuing members:
· Glenda Mills Webb, Director GSO - TMC & Corporate – Wyndham Hotels
· Karim Ismail, Head of Business Channels – British Airways
· Paul Clark, Lead Account Manager – Blacklane
· Roya Soleimanifar, Travel Agency Sales Manager – Enterprise Mobility

Clive Wratten, CEO, BTA, comments: 
“We look forward to welcoming the changes to the board, while thanking all our previous contributors. With our new and continuing board members bringing exceptional expertise across the supply chain, the advisory board is very well-positioned to guide the BTA's strategic goals, providing sector insights, TMC engagement and partner collaboration.” 
Danny Chesworth, BTA Board Chair, adds: 
“It is a pleasure to step into the role of Chair, having spent the majority of my career in the business travel sector, I have seen firsthand the value of collaboration across our industry. I look forward to building on the strong foundations built by Christina and the board, as we continue to champion and drive innovation for the business travel sector.” 
These changes bring fresh perspectives at a pivotal moment for the business travel industry, as traveller expectations continue to evolve, technology advances rapidly and geopolitical instability creates new challenges. By bringing together industry experts from across the sector, the refreshed board will support greater collaboration, share valuable insight and help the industry navigate this changing landscape successfully.
ENDS
About BTA
The BTA is the authority on business travel. Working collaboratively across the industry and with the government to promote the integral role of business travel and events to the wider economy. 
Originally founded in 1967, the BTA has a diverse membership and roster of industry partners. It’s TMC membership accounts for over 90% of UK expenditure on managed business travel, delivering value for money and great service to business travellers in the private, public and not-for-profit sectors. The BTA focuses on delivering practical solutions to challenges and market changes, as well as supporting best practice, sustainability and the well-being of travellers. 
For more information on BTA please visit: www.thebta.org.uk 
Press contact: bta@eulogy.co.uk 
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