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Generation BTA LIVE connects 200+ students with business travel careers in Manchester

Manchester careers event opens students’ eyes to hidden opportunities in business travel
1st May 2026: More than 200 students gathered in Manchester for Generation BTA LIVE, a dedicated careers event designed to showcase the range of opportunities in the business travel industry.
Hosted at Eccles Sixth Form College, the event brought together students from Eccles Sixth Form College and the wider Salford City College Group, Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU) and University College Birmingham (UCB) with leading travel management companies (TMCs) and industry partners for a full day of insight, inspiration and direct employer engagement.
Unlike a traditional careers fair, Generation BTA LIVE is designed to give students a deeper understanding of an industry that often goes unseen. The morning focused on live TMC showcase sessions, highlighting the variety, scale and impact of careers within business travel, from supporting global organisations and humanitarian work to roles in media, sport and emerging technologies.
Manchester-based TMCs including DGI, Clarity Business Travel & Destination Sport Group, TAG and Travel Counsellors took to the stage, alongside event sponsor British Airways, to demonstrate the wide range of career pathways available, including apprenticeships, graduate roles and future-facing opportunities shaped by digital transformation and AI.
The afternoon careers fair created space for meaningful, one-to-one conversations between students and employers. Attendees received practical CV and interview advice, explored live opportunities, and connected directly with professionals across the travel ecosystem, including air, hotel, rail and ground transport providers.
The event also aimed to strengthen connections between education and industry, helping to build awareness of business travel as a viable and exciting career choice, while supporting employers in developing future talent pipelines.
Andrew Whitaker, Chair of the Generation BTA Board, said: “Business travel offers a huge range of exciting career opportunities, but it’s still not widely visible to many young people. Events like this are about changing that, giving students a real understanding of what the industry looks like and how they can be part of it.”
Isaac Teague, Vice-Chair of the Generation BTA Board, added: “Many students arrive not knowing what business travel is. By the end of the day, they’re having real conversations with employers and starting to see this as a career they could genuinely pursue.”
Amanda Whittaker, Deputy Head of Business and Travel, Eccles Sixth Form College, said: “This was an outstanding experience for our students. The sessions brought careers to life in a way that’s hard to achieve in the classroom, and the opportunity to engage directly with employers made a real impact.”
Generation BTA LIVE was delivered in partnership with Eccles Sixth Form College (part of Salford City College Group) and sponsored by British Airways.
The event is expected to return later in the year at a new location, continuing its mission to raise awareness of careers in business travel and build stronger links between education and industry.
Event details:
• Date: Wednesday 29th April 2026
• Location: Eccles Sixth Form College, Manchester
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About the BTA
The BTA is the authority on business travel. Working collaboratively across the industry and with the government to promote the integral role of business travel and events to the wider economy. 
Originally founded in 1967, the BTA has a diverse membership and roster of industry partners. It’s TMC membership accounts for over 90% of UK expenditure on managed business travel, delivering value for money and great service to business travellers in the private, public and not-for-profit sectors. The BTA focuses on delivering practical solutions to challenges and market changes, as well as supporting best practice, sustainability and the well-being of travellers. 
For more information on BTA please visit: www.thebta.org.uk or call 020 3657 7010.
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