[image: The BTA - Business Travel Association ...][image: Eulogy]
Business travel and events bodies warn visitor levy risks making UK less competitive
10th September 2026 – The Business Travel Association (BTA), beam (business meetings accommodation and events) and the Meetings Industry Association (MIA) have today responded to the government's announcement of a nationwide overnight visitor levy framework.

“This is a short-sighted move that risks making Britain’s cities less competitive at exactly the moment we should be doing everything we can to attract investment, events and business.
“Business travel is not tourism, and there is a real risk that distinction gets lost in this debate. Adding another accommodation charge on top of the UK’s existing 20% VAT makes Britain more expensive for the very people and businesses we need to attract.

“The real question isn’t whether tourist tax is a good or bad idea, but whether it will actually benefit the destinations and businesses being asked to pay it. Tourist taxes are widely used across Europe and, if the revenue is invested back into tourism, they can provide valuable funding for infrastructure and services that support the visitor economy and help attract more events and spending.

“Of greater concern is what happens if every region is left to decide its own approach. A patchwork of different charges and rules could make it harder for businesses to operate and leave the UK looking disjointed to international markets. We should be competing with other countries, not creating a situation where UK destinations are competing with each other on tax.

“The impact on business meetings and events could be particularly damaging. Conferences, exhibitions and major meetings can involve hundreds or thousands of room nights, meaning even a modest charge can become a significant additional cost. Organisers compare destinations closely and, if the cost of bringing an event to one UK city becomes uncompetitive, they can choose another destination – taking with them spending on venues, hotels, restaurants, transport and local suppliers.

“If local authorities are given these powers, there needs to be a clear commitment that tourism is a priority, with transparency over how the revenue is reinvested and a consistent approach across the UK.

“Tourist tax can have a role to play if it is used as part of a reinvestment cycle to make destinations more attractive. But if it simply adds another business cost, the biggest risk is that it makes the UK less competitive at a time when we need to be doing everything we can to strengthen it.”

ENDS
Notes to Editor
About the BTA
The BTA is the authority on business travel. Working collaboratively across the industry and with the government to promote the integral role of business travel and events to the wider economy.
Originally founded in 1967, the BTA has a diverse membership and roster of industry partners. It’s TMC membership accounts for over 90% of UK expenditure on managed business travel, delivering value for money and great service to business travellers in the private, public and not-for-profit sectors. The BTA focuses on delivering practical solutions to challenges and market changes, as well as supporting best practice, sustainability and the well-being of travellers. For more information on BTA please visit: www.thebta.org.uk.
About beam
beam, one of the UK’s leading associations with its roots firmly based in business events, accommodation and meetings, and it shines a light on our industry. Our association represents business leaders and their companies in an industry worth more than £70bn annually in the UK alone. beam acts as a collective voice for our members and promotes best practice as well as educating, informing and championing positive change within the industry. https://beam-org.uk/  

About the MIA
The Meetings Industry Association (MIA) is the principal association supporting and growing the business meetings and events industry and the keeper of MIA Accreditation – the UK’s only recognised quality standard for the sector.  We support our members by championing best practice and inspiring excellence, providing crucial industry insight as well as networking and development opportunities, to help you grow and strengthen your business. https://www.mia-uk.org/ 
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